
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2019, 7:00 P.M. 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:03 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Suellen Pennington gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Schue led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; 
Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney; William Ponce, Police Chief; David Gray, Police 
Lieutenant; Nicci Collier, Public Works Administrative Assistant; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM

CITIZENS:

Cyle O'Donnell, not a resident - a documentary filmmaker, commented that he has been 
filming here for four days now and has filmed in other parts of the State. He noted that he 
wants to be placed on the agenda so that he may speak for 10 minutes. 

Town Manager Ferguson told Mr. O'Donnell to get hold of him to make arrangements. 

Mark Goldberg reported on two items; he gave a report on the La Paz Tourism Team, 
including recent accomplishments, shows and upcoming shows. He also reported on the 
staging area and its designated location. He spoke about how the Peace Trail started and 
how well used it is. He talked about State Parks and Trails noting the State Parks Board 
approved to grant Quartzsite just under one half million dollars in funding to construct the 
facility. He noted that Item 8 on the Agenda is a signature by the Mayor accepting the 
grant and then we proceed with the bid documents and construction. 

Monica Timberlake updated the Council on the Scottsdale Off-Road Expo event she 
attended, and she told of some ideas for next year. She noted that the previous night, 
there was a Christmas Dinner at the school and tomorrow night is the Christmas Dinner 
at the Ehrenberg School. 
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PRESENTATIONS; PROCLAMATIONS: REPORTS: 

2. PRESENTATION - WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA - The Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 769 will hold Wreaths Across America, a national celebration honoring
our military on December 14, 2019 beginning at 12:20 p.m., with a small parade
from the VFW to the Hi Jolly Cemetery.

Shari, a lifetime member of the Auxiliary Post 769, thanked our own Verla Fisch, who 
started this whole endeavor, for introducing the National Wreaths Across America 
celebration to Quartzsite in 2008. Shari shared some local history of the celebration and 
told of the honor given to those who served our Country. 

3. PRESENTATION BY MIKE RIGNEY OF CREATIVE BUS SALES

Nicci Collier, Public Works Administrative Assistant, announced that Janet Collier, Transit 
Manager, was unable to attend the meeting. Administrative Assistant Collier read aloud: 
"She will be presenting her budget and request to apply for the Transit Grant in January." 
Administrative Assistant Collier explained that Transit Manager Collier scheduled this 
presentation so that the Council can see the type of bus for which she will be applying in 
Year Two of the Grant and have a good idea of the cost and features that will be included 
in the budget; the match money for the current bus was $8,000; the match money for this 
proposed type of bus will be in the neighborhood of $13,000 depending on what features 
we purchase above base costs. Administrative Assistant Collier noted vehicles will be 
ordered by ADOT (Arizona Department of Transportation) in January of 2021 and will 
take delivery at the end of 2021. Administrative Assistant Collier asked the Council to 
please welcome Mike of Creative Bus Sales, noting that they will be the company that we 
will be going with. 

Marcus Hoffman of Creative Bus Sales noted that he helped Ms. Collier start the Transit 
System a few years ago. He said he takes pride in what the company does; it moves 
people, and they are here to help the Town improve the Transit service it provides. Mr. 
Hoffman told of the history of the company and what they provide, including specifics of 
quality materials and construction, descriptions and specifications, as well as how 
advantageous such buses would be for our community because of the huge advantage 
for those using the current style bus. 

Council Members asked questions of Mr. Hoffman and he responded. 

BUSINESS: 

4. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of October 22, 2019, the Special Council Meeting of October 24, 2019,
the Special Council Meeting of October 28, 2019 and the Regular Council Meeting
of November 12, 2019.
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Council Member Goldberg moved to approve the minutes of the Town Council Regular 
Meeting of October 22, 2019, the Special Council Meeting of October 24th and October 
28th of 2019 and the Regular Council Meeting of November 12, 2019. 

Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

5. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following check series:

• Accounts Payable Operating Account - Check Series (#46231, 46233-
46270, #46287-46300) Void ck #45974, totaling $186,720.61

• Accounts Payable USDA Account- Check Series #1015-1017 totaling
$1,238,899.05

• Payroll Check Series - Void #46202 ($784.28), #46232, 46271-46286
totaling $85,992.98

GRAND TOTAL $1,511,612.64

Council Member BearCat asked for more information on check number 46231. 

Town Manager Ferguson said it is actually on hold for further action by the QUEST Board. 

Council Member BearCat asked why it was in the list of checks to be approved and how 
it would get pulled. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded you can hold that one if you wish; you can put that 
on hold. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to approve the Ledger of Accounts and Payroll Paid check 
number series 46231 through 46300, voiding check number 45974 and a hold on check 
number 46231, with a total of $1,511,612.64. 

Council Member Schue seconded the motion. 

Council Member BearCat asked if that total subtracts that pulled check. 

Vice Mayor Warner replied no, because it is just on hold; it is still a part of the total. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes= 7). 
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Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

6. COMMUNITY OUTREACH FUNDING PROCESS - Review, consider and
possible action to approve applications for Community Outreach Funding. The
awards will be granted from the 2019-2020 Town Promotional Funds.
Accountability contracts will be prepared for the selected organizations, in the
amounts set by Council. The applicants are:

• Eve's Place, Inc.

• Friends of the Quartzsite Food Bank

• OneSeedling

• Quartzsite Historical Society (Museum)

• Quartzsite Salvation Army Thrift Store & Senior Center (should be: &
Service Center)

• Quartzsite Senior Center

Town Manager Ferguson explained this is a program that the Town has to support those 
entities that provide services to our public that the Town wants to have and if it were not 
being provided by the non-profits then we would have to be finding some other way to 
do it. He said this is a cooperative effort, a partnership that we have with our non-profits; 
we have $11,000 in the budget for the program. 

Town Manager Ferguson said, "We, as a staff, looked at these and all but one already 
has their 401(c)3, the other one has applied for the 401(c)3; we did not eliminate them 
from the list because we felt that the intent was met there as a non-profit." He said that 
is a call for the Council to make if they do not agree. He noted that he was referencing 
OneSeedling and that we are aware enough of what they are doing and where they are 
at in their stage of development of their program. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we have recommended that you give each of the six at 
least $1,500 for their program; that leaves $2,000. He explained that last year, we did 
set aside a portion as well, to hold in reserve in case something else comes up; the 
Council has that choice again this year, or they could add to the $1,500 amount. 

Council Member BearCat said she did not see the contracts from last year and they may 
have stated in their applications - what they intend to do, but there is supposed to be a 
contract in here of what they did and proof of what they did. 

Council Member BearCat noted that one of the applicants, for whom the Town went to 
great efforts to get their generator up and running as well as maintain it, was provided 
a contract which apparently has not been signed at this time. She said she believes that 
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this outreach either needs to be not granted or held until they complete, either pro or 
con, the contract that is waiting. 

Town Manager Ferguson said, "As to the contracts, they all did have a contract; in terms 
of putting it as part of your package tonight, I was not aware that that is what you wanted, 
but we do have contracts that each one of them signed, and we reviewed them to make 
sure that they had completed them as time went along on a quarterly basis - we took a 
look at those." 

Council Member Goldberg said she thought that we were asking them to at least, before 
the end, before they came to us for another year, to come to Council and kind of give 
us an update of what they were doing. She asked if the Council did discuss that last 
year. 

Council Member BearCat responded in the affirmative. 

Council Member Goldberg replied that was what she thought; they were going to be 
giving the Council an update so that the Council would know what the accomplishments 
were and what those funds were being used for. She said she would certainly like to 
hear a report from the individual ones that we gave money to last year. She asked if her 
understanding was correct that on the one that does not have a 501 (c)(3), if they have 
been in business for two years and just now have applied for a 501 ( c)(3). 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that is all that he has on the form, yes. 

Council Member Goldberg noted that one of the Council's guidelines or parameters is 
that the applicants must be 501 ( c)(3); she asked if that was correct. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented that he did not remember that as a specific 
guideline; it was in fact talked about that that is what we would like for them to be, 
501 (c)(3), but it is not on a list that says they must. 

There was a discussion of the different types of 501 (c) designations. 

Mayor Simpson asked, in the case of the entity with no current 501(c) designation, if the 
designation has been applied for. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that is our understanding; we did not receive the 
documentation to that effect, however. 

Council Member Goldberg pointed out that it does say on the application, 'please include 
current documentation to record the correct status.' 

Council Member BearCat asked if the Council could have a representative of that 
organization fill them in as to their status. 
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Paul Range of OneSeedling explained that they have applied both through the State 
and Federal for tax-exempt status; it takes some time to get any word back from them, 
usually three to five months. He explained why they only recently have applied for that 
tax-exempt status. 

There was a discussion of tax-exempt status and non-profit status. 

Mr. Range noted that OneSeedling applied for a 501(c)(3). 

Council Member BearCat asked Mr. Range to tell the Council a little about what 
OneSeedling does. 

Mr. Range explained that OneSeedling supplies water, food, sleeping bags, blankets, 
very little clothes, socks and gloves to the desert people. He noted that two months ago, 
they served 764 people over a 30-day period and this month it was 1,761 people. He 
said most of the people in the desert are camping in sleeping bags or tarps, a few in 
tents. 

Council Member Goldberg asked if they have BLM permits. 

Mr. Range answered yes; there are six camps that currently have either the two-week 
or the six-month BLM, and the rest of them are camped in the free camping areas, and 
they move every two weeks. 

Mayor Simpson asked Mr. Range if he had any idea what approximate portion Veterans 
would be. 

Mr. Range replied that he is currently serving 12 Veterans; today he spent about four 
hours taking a Veteran up to Parker to the Emergency Room, and it turns out, he has 
pneumonia. Mr. Range said they are part of the La Paz County Homeless Coalition. 

Mr. Range explained how they plan to provide approximately 60 hot water showers per 
week. 

There was a discussion of the lack of port-a-potties out there and how the camps are 
set up. 

What Isaiah 58 does and what the Food Bank does were discussed. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented that he thinks we have captured very well that 
there is a problem; we as a Town are not able to fix that problem; somebody is willing 
to go out there and help take care of it, and that is why we feel that it is a program that 
we should assist where we can. 

Mr. Range spoke of current efforts to get port-a-potties and where they may be placed. 
He said we had asked the city to put a fountain in two of the rest stops, one on the east 
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side of Tyson Wash and one on the west side. He explained why it is so difficult for the 
people in the desert to get water. 

Mayor Simpson asked if there is a recommendation on the additional $2,000. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that we did not make any additional recommendation; 
last year we found that holding it in reserve was worthwhile, but at this point in time, we 
have not divided it up any differently. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked if we used any of that reserve last year. 

Town Manager Ferguson answered noting a majority of it was used but not all of it. 

Mayor Simpson noted that it would be up to the Council to do some additional funding. 

Council Member Goldberg noted that she thinks we should keep that $2,000 in reserve 
like what we did last year. 

Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Amon and Council Member Cunningham agreed. 

Council Member BearCat said she still thinks the Senior Center needs to complete that 
contract, either for or against, before we go on with another contract. 

Kay Johnson, a Director at the Senior Center, stated that they have signed the contract 
(the generator maintenance agreement) and given it back. 

Council Member BearCat noted that Ms. Johnson said it was done, so we will take that 
as it has been done. 

Mayor Simpson suggested that the outreach funding be subject to having a signed copy 
(of the generator maintenance agreement) from the Senior Center. 

Council Member Goldberg said she would still like to get a short report from each of the 
recipients from last year before we move forward with money for this year. She said she 
thought that we kind of led them to believe that they were going to be responsible to do 
that. 

Council Member BearCat noted that the Council could put the payment on hold until 
they give the Council a presentation. 

Council Member Amon noted that it has reached this point already without that 
stipulation; if we want to make that stipulation, it should be next year. 

Council Member Goldberg said she thought we had already made that stipulation. 

Council Member BearCat and one other Council Member (indistinguishable voice) said 
we did. 
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Council Member Cunningham said it has always been that way in the past; when they 
turned in their applications for more money, they would give a report of what they did 
the prior year. 

Kay Mooring, Town resident and representing the Museum, noted that the Museum has 
been here since way back in the 1860s; it was a ruin; it was resurrected around the 
1980s. She said they were the Central Yuma County Preservation Society, and when it 
became La Paz County, it was changed to the Quartzsite Historical Society, Inc. She 
said they provide a free service to the public, and they do ask for donations and 
appreciate each one; one or two busloads have come in every year, usually from the 
San Diego County area; and they have given tours to home-schooled children along 
with their mothers or fathers. 

There was a discussion of requiring a written report of the events that have occurred 
and what the funding was used for. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he does not have a copy of the contract with him, so he 
could not say whether it was required or not in terms of what was required; he will have 
to get with a staff member tomorrow to see what was received by each of them. He said 
he knows that we have the contracts. 

Council Member Goldberg said she is fine with moving forward, but she thinks that at 
some point, and maybe they can do it over the next couple of months or the first quarter, 
it would be a good thing for people to come in and give us a little bit of an update on 
what they are doing with the tax payers' money. She explained why she thought this 
would be beneficial to the Council and to the public. 

Mayor Simpson said he would like that we reconsider the month that we are requesting 
this rather than in December; it might be better in spring or fall rather than the winter 
season. 

Kay Mooring commented that we usually do this by September. 

Town Manager Ferguson said it was a staffing issue this year; they did what they could; 
working three different jobs becomes difficult for some of our people. 

Council Member Amon said our paperwork states that Accountability Contracts will be 
prepared for the selected organizations; it does not say it has been prepared; it says it 
will be. 

Council Member Amon suggested that we go ahead with the work that has been done 
by the Town office and then, additionally add that reports will be made. She said actually, 
they do not have to be made next year when this occurs, they could be made within two 
months of their receiving their funds of what they did last year for our approval. She 
expressed that she would hate to see this held up because this is the time of year that 
these organizations need these funds; there is no reason for any of them to be denied. 
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It was noted that representatives from each of the organizations that have applied were 
in attendance at the meeting. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he thought most of them were there, but he did not think 
they necessarily felt a need to speak; they are here to answer any questions the Council 
might have. 

Vice Mayor Warner spoke to Kay Mooring of the Quartzsite Historical Society about the 
Society's submitted documents and their current status as a 501(c). Vice Mayor Warner 
noted that the application does ask about current status as a 501(c) along with two 
places where one could provide a mission statement. 

Kay Mooring said you need the mission statement for 2018 and the 501(c)(3). 

Vice Mayor Warner answered yes Ma'am. 

Mayor Simpson noted that the recommendation had been that the applications had been 
reviewed. 

Town Manager Ferguson said yes; so, you will recall, when we get the contracts all 
signed, those come back to you for final action; so, this is the recommendation, you tell 
us the amount of money, we fill out the contracts, we bring them back to you. 

Lee Ann Henley of the Salvation Army noted a correction on the Agenda, it is the 
Salvation Army Thrift Store and Service Center, not Senior Center. She said she could 
explain their grant award from last year. She explained that they purchased diapers for 
adults and children; normally she purchases them locally, but she has found that if she 
gets them from a big warehouse and then repackages them, she can get more diapers 
that way and supplement that with local purchases. She said there are about 65 
individuals; it is pretty equal between children and adults that come in; some are 
monthly, some are infrequent; the program is very well received at the store. She 
explained they come in and are just so thankful because there is no charge, but to buy 
them is very expensive; she is discrete, and the people are very appreciative; she 
always tells them to thank the Town. She spoke of some of the seniors being on a very 
tight budget; sometimes it is a short-term need, but more often it is long-term. She said 
that is where our monies went to. 

Mayor Simpson noted that the Council has heard from three of the groups already, three 
more short presentations and we have heard from all six of them; we would be done 
with this. 

Mayor Simpson called for a representative from Eve's Place. 

Leitha Martin, the Eve's Place Associate Director, and Melissa, Lead Advocate for Eve's 
Place, said they also appreciate the award money that they have been provided with 
last year. Ms. Martin explained that Eve's Place is a mobile advocacy program helping 
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victims of domestic, sexual and teen-dating abuse. She said some of the things they 
have done in this last year are helping members in your community and our community 
to improve their lives. 

Melissa of Eve's Place listed some of the actual instances where the Town funds that 
were given to them last year were used. She noted they assisted many youth victims of 
domestic violence, as well as foster youth, to take extra-curricular activities, things not 
funded through their funders; they were able to do these extra things for victims. She 
said Eve's Place paid for foster youth to go through Driver's Education Training and paid 
for them to get their licenses; they paid for the youths' testing; they paid for emergency 
short-term hotel stays for families that were fleeing domestic violence. She said they 
have helped many families who were struggling and helped them get employment by 
paying for food-handler's cards, helping them get to interviews by helping them with gas 
cards. She said they have done a lot in the community, and we have tried to help the 
youth the most. 

Lois Dupre of the Friends of the Quartzsite Food Bank said they bought food last year 
with the award money and that they turn in receipts when they do that. She said that 
last month 589 of our people were over the age of 50, 154 were under 18, 64 were 
Veterans, 117 are disabled, 10 are mentally ill and three are pregnant. She said they 
had 616 households that were served last month and out of that they had a total of 973 
people and 150 of them own their home here in Town. 

Lois Dupre asked if the Town is still requiring the million-dollar liability rider. 

There was no audible answer to Ms. Dupre's question. 

Sally Russell, Activities Director for the Quartzsite Senior Center introduced Kate 
Johnson of the Quartzsite Senior Center. Ms. Johnson noted that the Senior Center had 
over 200 people today. She said they provide meals for almost everybody; all summer 
they provided more meals than have ever been provided by the Senior Center before. 
She explained that they use this money for food; they have also had a lot of electrical 
and a new stove over the summer. She said they have used the money in the summer 
mostly for food, and they are trying to provide for all seniors specifically; if someone 
comes and cannot afford it, they will provide a meal; there are rules about that, but no 
one abuses those rules. Ms. Johnson told the Council that today the Senior Center 
served 100 and some odd people. 

Mayor Simpson said we are fortunate to have these groups of volunteer individuals 
working at these organizations. He thanked them. 

Council Member Amon said she would like to state that she understands the reasons 
that this body has about giving out this kind of money, but she would like to say to every 
one of us that we have just witnessed what is important in this and that is a local citizen
run business of this Town just walked up and handed a donation to each one of those 
people. She asked if we should be asking for fingerprints and thumbprints and liabilities; 
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this project is about giving to the people in the community that are helping our citizens. 
She said thank you, Ken, for that demonstration, it made a huge impact. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to approve the non-profit organizations for 
Community Outreach Funding with the $11,000, holding $2,000 in reserve as long as 
all the appropriate paperwork is turned in with the contract; $1,500 to each organization. 

Council Member Schue seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes= 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

Council Member Goldberg said thank you all. 

Mayor Simpson said thank you for what you do for our community. 

Council Member BearCat said Paul with OneSeedling services a lot of the folks out in 
the desert, and if it was not for him and his organization, those people would be in Town 
helping themselves. 

7. BID AWARD TO JSA COMPANY FOR MAIN STREET LANDSCAPE
PROJECT CONTINUATION - Review and possible award of bid to JSA
Company for Main Street Landscape Project Continuation. JSA Company was
the low-bidder in the amount of $334,547.19.

Emmett Brinkerhoff, Public Works Director, said it went out to bid, three bids were 
received; they were JSA at $334,000, Scholz Contracting at $447,000 - they did our 
Manhole Project, and Anderson Company at $499,000. He said JSA is the same 
company that did the one from last year, and they did a very good, high quality job; they 
came in below the engineer's estimate which was $370,000. He recommends contracting 
with JSA for this project. 

Council Member Schue asked if we got the engineering drawing for the landscaping for 
this project like we did last time for the one on the west side. 

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff answered that every property owner along the 
landscaping area received information; we have only received two responses, and they 
are very minor. 

Council Member Schue noted that he had received many complaints over the ramadas. 

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff noted it was approved through Council for design. 

Council Member Goldberg said we have received great comments on what we have done 
over on Main Street. 
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Council Member BearCat asked if Rick Engineering signed off on the plans. 

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff replied yes; construction begins January 6th he 
believes. 

There was a discussion of peak week. 

Council Member BearCat indicated that if it will not interfere with peak week, she is for it. 

Public Works Director said the construction would go from Central to Plymouth. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to award the bid for the Main Street Landscape Project 
Continuation to JSA Company of Yuma. 

Council Member BearCat seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes== 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

8. ARIZONA STATE PARKS STAGING AREA GRANT- Discussion and possible
action to authorize the Mayor to sign the Project Sponsor Agreement between
Arizona State Parks and the Town of Quartzsite for the Quartzsite OHV Staging
Area Grant.

Town Manager Ferguson thanked Mark Goldberg for his work and the relationship he 
built with the State Parks; he said he knows that made a difference; we have a sizeable 
grant here. He said we have already met and talked about our next steps on this and 
putting our plan together as a team to proceed; this does require the signature of the 
Mayor. 

There was a discussion of the signer's responsibilities and that the signer signs if 
authorized by the Council. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated the project sponsor is the Town of Quartzsite; the 
Mayor is just the signatory. 

Council Member Amon acknowledged the work that was done for this and applauded 
those who had part in it. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to authorize the Mayor to sign the Project Sponsor 
Agreement between Arizona State Parks and the Town of Quartzsite for the Quartzsite 
OHV Staging Area Grant. 

Council Member Goldberg seconded the motion. 
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Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

9. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING NEEDED CHILD CARE
FOR TOWN EMPLOYEES.

Town Manager Ferguson explained that the agenda item really should say 'possible 
direction to staff' rather than 'possible action.' 

Council Member Amon explained that she has observed that if we expect young people 
to participate in our government, to give of their time and their effort to help the Town 
move forward, particularly members who have children and families, we need to help 
them because in this particular Town and in this day and age, childcare is a problem. 

There was a discussion of alleviating part of the stress from what is asked of Town 
employees with children. Ideas for providing childcare were shared. 

Town Attorney Goodwin explained that if you provide a service, you have to do it non
negligently, so you need people who are trained and properly licensed to perform these 
services. She said the Town could be liable if your employee is negligent; you cover those 
risks by having insurance. 

Council Member Goldberg asked if Michelle (Recreation Coordinator), or the folks that 
we have at the Afterschool Program right now, are properly trained and licensed. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that they have the proper background checks, etcetera. 

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff, Chief Ponce and Public Works Administrative Assistant 
Nicci Collier explained their situations and needs; only Chief Ponce and Nicci Collier could 
use the help. 

Council Member BearCat said she would like to have staff provide options including what 
will work, how much each will cost, the whole thing in a report, and then we can go from 
there. 

Vice Mayor Warner noted that the report should also address the length of time that the 
care would be available because of the long Council meetings that happen occasionally. 

Council Member Goldberg concurred. 

10. REVIEW AND REFINE PROCESS FOR SELECTING BOARD MEMBERS FOR
TOWN BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS - Discussion and
direction to staff concerning the process to select people to serve on Town boards.
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Town Manager Ferguson noted there are concerns that the process the Council wants is 
not being followed. He asked if there is something that needs to be changed or added so 
that it can be cleared up. 

Council Member Goldberg shared her understanding that there is the Town Manager, the 
Chair of the Committee or Board and a representative of the Town Council. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained that part of it is still a matter of who we get to 
volunteer and one area that we need to do a better job at is ensuring that they have come 
to some previous meetings of that body. He gave the Planning and Zoning Commission 
as an example; if they have not made some effort to come to those meetings, we need to 
see to it that they do. He noted that we have not done that up to now because the need 
to fill a vacancy was immediate in order to make a quorum. 

Council Member Cunningham noted that was the situation recently with the last couple 
that were brought to the Council. She commented that they were so interested in trying 
to be part of the community and help the community in just the fact that they filled out 
applications. 

Council Member BearCat noted that she sees a problem in that there are three 
interviewers that interview however many applicants, some who qualify, some who do 
not, and some are better qualified than others. She explained that it was her 
understanding at the beginning of this that the three interviewers would essentially weed 
out the ones that did not qualify for whatever reason, and then all the ones that did would 
be brought before Council as a body to choose from the information given. She said that 
by rotating the Council and the boards, you will not just have one member always doing 
the same thing. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the rotation is a Council decision. He explained that he 
believes the process was set up so that we could review and determine who we felt were 
the better applicants. 

Council Member BearCat responded that takes the Council's power or authority away 
because the three are making the choice for the Council, and maybe there is information 
that people on the Council have that the Town Manager does not. 

Mayor Simpson said he thought the screening committee was just that, to make a 
recommendation, but it was still up to the Council to make the selection. 

Council Member Goldberg asked if that is the way we are doing it right now, you all are 
reviewing, doing interviews and coming to the Council with your recommendation. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied yes; that is the way we do it now. 

Vice Mayor Warner said in that process, if there is someone on Council who has other 
information that he or she does not think was addressed in the interview, that is the time 
to bring it up. 
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Town Manager Ferguson said that is exactly the time to bring it up is at the Council 
meeting. 

Mayor Simpson asked whether all the candidates' names would be given to the Council 
with a recommendation of one of those. 

Council Member Goldberg and Council Member Amon both noted that the Council 
Members receive copies of all applications. 

Council Member Goldberg indicated that if a Council Member knows something about an 
applicant, it would be the Council Member's responsibility to go to our Town Manager. 

Mayor Simpson said if there were three applicants and the screening committee only sent 
one name forward, you would not have that opportunity. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated that the Council gets all the applications the same 
time as staff do, so Council knows who is applying for which position. He said to the 
Council that if they wish that we also, at the time that we bring a recommendation, give 
the Council the full list, just as a reminder perhaps that the following three were looked at 
for this one position, we could do that. He explained that we have not had that luxury 
except maybe in one case; we have been looking for one person to fill three positions, 
not three persons looking to fill one. 

Council Member Cunningham noted that on the rotation of Council and board members, 
we as a Council need to determine - say three or six months. 

There was a discussion of how the rotation might work. 

The Council decided that every three months they would rotate the Council Member. 

Town Manager Ferguson asked what form the rotation would take, how it would be done. 

There was a discussion of ways to decide who is next in the rotation. 

Council Member Cunningham noted that she has been the selected Council Member for 
three months. 

Monica Timberlake, a committee chairman, said she has sat on those committees and 
the first place she goes to on the applications is where it tells how many months the 
applicant is in Town; that is the only thing she really cares about. She said that as long 
as they are here all year long, they are qualified. 

Council Member BearCat asked that the process define the rotation, that all applicants 
that meet the minimum qualifications be brought forward with the recommendation. She 
explained that even if the applicant did not meet the minimum qualifications, but would be 
a good candidate, we need to look at that too because we may need him or her. 
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There was a discussion of the purpose of the screening committee. 

Mayor Simpson directed that unselected qualified candidates be kept on file for future 
vacancies or other board vacancies. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented that when the committee meets, we can talk about 
a lot of things concerning what we know about somebody and saying them in an open 
meeting could be a public embarrassment. He explained that with a committee, the 
Council still has the opportunity, in a public meeting, to ask the hard questions if it is so 
wished; the Council has the opportunity, prior to the meeting because they have the same 
list that the committee does, to let the committee know of anything to be considered. 

Vice Mayor Warner said that the other issue they had not resolved was the rotation, how 
they are going to rotate; she cannot be rotated in during the month of January. 

There was another discussion of how to rotate. 

It was decided that Council Member Cunningham served her three months and Council 
Member Amon would serve for the next three months; every three months, it will be an 
item on the agenda to choose a different Council Member. 

11. REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING OF DECEMBER 24, 2019 - Discussion and
possible direction to staff to cancel the Regular Town Council Meeting scheduled
for Christmas Eve.

Council Member BearCat asked how the work load for the Council was, if another meeting 
was needed or if the load is light enough not to go onto the next meeting. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied we are O.K., and it is actually good timing for us because 
we have a few things that will probably not be ready until January anyway. He said it 
works out quite well for us in terms of our work load. 

The Council agreed to cancel the Regular Meeting of December 24, 2019. 

Council Member BearCat moved that we cancel the December 24th meeting with the 
caveat that if we need an emergency meeting or a special meeting, that that could be 
called even on Christmas. 

Council Member Schue seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue, Council Member 
BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Amon, Council Member 
Cunningham. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 
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12. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson noted that we are coming into the season, we are fighting the employee 
problem, and the craziness is just starting. 

13. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Vice Mayor Warner reported on the event last night at the Elementary School noting that 
it was really fun to watch Council Member Amon and Council Member Goldberg serving. 
She added that the kids were really great, it was a lot of fun and she really enjoyed it. 

Council Member Goldberg commented positively on the School event. She attended the 
Arizona Western College Board Meeting in Parker, and in one of their presentations, they 
talked about the Computer Lab in Quartzsite and in Parker being open to the public. She 
said that when it came time for public comment, she went up and asked for clarification 
on that because she will let people know in Quartzsite that there is a Computer Lab open 
to the public at Arizona Western College (AWC). She said she believes they brought a 
flyer to Billie, Quartzsite Library Manager; so, we now have another Computer Lab that 
we can send folks to during the week, and maybe take a little bit of pressure off our 
Library; the Computer Lab does have Wi-Fi. 

Council Member Goldberg spoke of how it would be a positive thing to have someone 
from AWC, once in a while, attend our Council meetings and maybe provide a little update 
on their plans and projects. 

Council Member Goldberg announced that the Winter Visitor Reception - an opportunity 
for the Town of Quartzsite to let our winter visitors know how much we appreciate them 
being here - will be held next Tuesday, the third Tuesday of the month, in December, 
January and February. She explained that different clubs and organizations would also 
be invited because it is an opportunity to share what we have in our community with the 
winter visitors and for the Town to say thank you. 

Council Member Cunningham commented that she and Council Member Amon went to 
the new Council Member training in Phoenix; it was extremely educational, and they were 
very impressed. 

Council Member Amon commented on how professional, helpful and ready to help the 
League is to towns and cities as well as new members to the government. 

Council Member Amon reported that the November 26th Turkey Shoot at the School was 
well-represented by the Town Council; it was a fun night with a bit of an impromptu show, 
and they already have plans for next year. She noted that we need to get the Town 
government involved in our School, and she asked that those of the government attend 
when they are invited. 
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Council Member Schue noted that he had the opportunity to join many of the Council 
Members at the Christmas Light Parade put on by the Quartzsite Area Chamber of 
Commerce and Tourism. He told the story of the sleigh with lights that went out and 
Council Member Goldberg's idea that solved the trouble; there was great attendance, and 
it was a great time. 

Council Member BearCat commented that today she went to the Coalition for the 
Homeless meeting in Parker; it was a nice luncheon, and a lot of organizations are coming 
together to help rather than enable. The Christmas Parade was memorable because it 
happened in the rain. 

Council Member Goldberg said the Mayor pointed out that it would be appropriate for 
Council to have a float in the Hi Jolly (Daze) Parade; the Chamber is doing the Parade. 
She said she asked Rain (Chamber President) if we had a theme yet, but she is sure we 
can count on everybody to pitch in and help put that together and be available on January 
11, 2020 to be in the Parade. 

Mayor Simpson gave a reminder that this last year, the Town of Quartzsite has lost a 
number of really important people in this Town who have passed away. He commented 
that we are coming up on the Holiday Season, and this is the loneliest time of the year; 
many of these friends that have passed have families that are still here, and they are 
going to need our support during this time of year. Mayor Simpson asked that everyone 
be mindful of their friends and neighbors who have lost a loved one and try to help them 
have a good Holiday. 

14. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

Town Manager Ferguson spoke of the ribbon-cutting at the Wastewater Treatment Plant. 
He indicated that we are ready to serve our current citizens and take care of their needs 
as well as to begin to add on some areas on our wastewater treatment with the collection 
portion of it. He talked about new businesses. 

Town Manager Ferguson extended his appreciation to the folks who were involved from 
the Chamber side to put on that parade; they did a great job. He said he also wanted to 
extend the thanks to the staff who helped put together the program at the Community 
Center. 

Town Manager Ferguson announced that on January 21st at 3:00 p.m., in this Chamber, 
an Arizona Open Meeting Law Overview will be presented by Town Attorney Goodwin. 
He explained that is also the day of our Planning & Zoning Commission, so following this 
presentation, Town Attorney Goodwin will be doing some work with the Planning and 
Zoning Commission as well. Town Manager Ferguson stated everybody is being invited 
to this Open Meeting Law portion - all of our boards, it is not just for P & Z folks; it is for 
everybody to attend, and the public is welcome to attend as well. 

15. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.
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Vice Mayor Warner noted that when she was in Parker, the County Sheriff approached 
her and said he would like to have some face-time at one of our Council meetings. She 
said she would like to get that on an agenda fairly soon. Council Member BearCat 
concurred. 

Council Member Amon would like to have a session on rules and regulations for our 
Outreach Funding so that what happened this evening does not happen again next year; 
we need to have some clarification about what is expected from these folks and it needs 
to take place before the night that we award the funds. Council Member Goldberg said 
she concurred. 

Council Member BearCat said there have been several reports and things requested and 
concurred that have been sitting around not getting done for as long as a year. She 
commented that she would really like to see those show up at the first of next year. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he was aware of the one that Council Member BearCat 
just talked about recently which he got on his desk today, but it was too late to get it 
prepared; if she could give him the others, he would make sure that the Council gets 
them. 

Council Member BearCat replied that there is the report for what it cost us to remodel 
this, whether it is done, how much more and all that; and the organizational flow chart 
and job duties. She explained that the Council has been getting the water report, but it is 
not telling the Council why we keep losing more and more water, and if you look at it, we 
are gradually gaining a percent every month or millions of gallons. She commented that 
she would like to have, rather than just a report, the reason why. 

Council Member Goldberg asked if Council Member BearCat needed concurrence on any 
of these. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded no, on the water loss, it is actually something that 
he observed himself, and he was trying to get some additional information. He said we 
will prepare for it. 

Council Member Goldberg asked if concurrence was needed for the other items. 

Council Member BearCat noted that we had concurrence before and now she is just 
giving a reminder. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he will get these reports. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 9:30 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 9:30 p.m. 
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CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 10, 2019 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on December 10, 2019. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 14th day of January 2020, "-

✓�w1�a� 
Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

��Norm Simpson,Mayor 
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